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In the title complex [systematic name: bis (2,4-di-tert-butyl-6-{N-[4-(dimethylamino) phenyl]carboximidoyl}phenolato)cobalt(II)], [Co(C 23 H 31 N 2 O) 2 ], the cobalt(II) atom is coordinated by pairs of O and N atoms in a distorted tetrahedral coordination geometry. The dihedral angles formed by the aromatic rings of the same ligand are 51.99 (11) and 36.58 (9) . The molecular conformation features weak intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. In the crystal, inversion-related pairs of complex molecules are linked into dimers by weak C-HÁ Á Á interactions. The methyl C atoms of tert-butyl groups have rotational disorder, with site occupancies of 0.647 (7) and 0.617 (6) for the major components and 0.353 (7) and 0.383 (6) for the minor components. One of the methyl C atoms of the dimethylamino groups is also disordered over two orientations, with an occupancy ratio of 0.75 (4):0.25 (4).
Structure description
Metal complexes of N-and O-chelating ligands have attracted considerable attention because of their interesting physicochemical properties and pronounced biological activities. The N and O atoms play a key role in the coordination of metals at the active sites of numerous metallobimolecules (Nair et al., 2006) . Schiff base-cobalt(II) metal complexes are constantly used in numerous applications varying from catalysis to pharmaceuticals (Holla et al., 2003) . We herein report the synthesis and the structure of the title compound (Fig. 1) . The metal cation has a distorted tetrahedral coordination geometry provided by two O and two N atoms. The Co-O distances [Co1-O1 = 1.8844 (19), Co1-O2 = 1.8882 (19), Co1-N1 = 1.980 (2), Co1-N2 = 1.984 (2) Å ] agree well with the values observed in related structures (Adam et al., 1997; Chen et al., 2014 Chen et al., , 2015 . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring. Computer programs: APEX2 and SAINT (Bruker, 2004) , SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) , SHELXL2016/4 (Sheldrick, 2015) and PLATON (Spek, 2009 ).
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
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